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WILLIAM CECIL, LORD BURGHLEY, is one of the
very greatest figures in the history of European states-
manship. He stands for power of intrigue, of tenacity, and,
by the fruits of his efforts, on the same plane with Bismarck
and Richelieu* But he did more than Bismarck, and on the
whole more than Richelieu. Bismarck destroyed the unity of
the Germans, dividing the Catholic Germans into two bodies
with separate political regions. He rendered impossible,
perhaps for ever, the creation of a German State. He canal-
ised and controlled everything towards the creation of the
most powerful Prussian State possible. He in part suc-
ceeded, but only in part, as we all know; though it was not
his fault that his scheme was ruined by the stupidity of the
Prussian General Staff and their determination upon war
in 1914.
Richelieu did much more than Bismarck, He finally con-
solidated the French State. He brought the monarchy to
the pinnacle of its power, and left that power as an inherit-
ance to the various experiments which have come after,
republican and imperial. He left as a model for succeeding
generations the conception of a strong, well-organised, cen-
tral government, dealing with a very large national unity.
It was the first thing of the kind since Byzantium, Richelieu's
work endures in all its essentials after the test of three cen-
turies. Yet Richelieu did not transform the society in which
he lived; he only helped it on the way it was naturally
going and presided over its last maturity.
William Cecil did more than Richelieu; he transformed
the religion of the nation which he indirectly, but most really
and effectively, governed. With the trajiformation of its